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Rep. Froehlich Joins House Democratic Caucus, 

Resigns as Republican Committeeman

Veteran Lawmaker Says GOP’s Principles Changed, His Have Not
Schaumburg, IL – Surrounded by a bipartisan group of family, friends, community leaders and local elected officials, state Rep. Paul Froehlich formally announced that he has decided to leave the Illinois House Republican caucus in favor of the Democrats.  Motivating Froehlich’s decision is his belief that as the Republican Party becomes increasingly intolerant of dissent and more captive to extreme elements, moderates and those who prefer a bipartisan approach to government, such as his constituents, are increasingly isolated and left without a voice.

“This was a difficult decision that I reached only after much reflection and thought,” Froehlich said.  “I have been a lifelong Republican and have served as the Schaumburg Township Republican Committeeman since 1998.  I became a Republican because the party permitted a broad range of views and welcomed moderates with open arms.  Over the last six years, that has changed.  I, however, have not.  The same beliefs I held last week, I hold today.  Throughout my public service career, I have always strived to represent everyone, regardless of their political affiliation.  For me, it has always been more about service, not party.  Nevertheless, I have concluded that I can best serve my constituents as a Democrat.”

As a state representative, Froehlich has placed a high premium on bipartisanship and strived to find consensus on issues.  He has co-sponsored more bills with Democrats than has any other Republican House member.  He sees his most important constituency as middle-class families and he has consistently sought to support policies that create opportunities for them.  He voted to establish the state’s KidCare program and favors policies that increase access to affordable health care.  He backs school funding reform to provide property tax relief and quality educational opportunities for all children.  He is also very pro-business and has received high marks from both the Illinois Chamber of Commerce and the National Federation of Independent Businesses.  

- more -

Page 2: Froehlich Joins House Democratic Caucus
 “I disagree with some of the trends happening at the national level and feel that the party, at the national and state levels, has lost touch with regular rank-and-file Republicans,” Froehlich said.  “I want to be clear: my disagreement is not with the average person who considers himself or herself a Republican.  Until today, I was just like them.  Unfortunately, I’ve seen firsthand that the party has drifted away from people like us and there’s no reason to think it’s coming back anytime soon.”

Elected officials’ decisions to switch from one political party to another are not that uncommon.  In the last three years, nationwide at least 10 Republican officials or candidates have switched their affiliation to Democratic.  Last fall, former Reagan Navy Secretary Jim Webb was elected to the U.S. Senate from Virginia as a Democrat and the former chairman of the Kansas Republican Party became a Democrat and was elected Lt. Governor.  Last week, New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg abandoned the Republican Party and switched his identification to independent.  

“I support Paul because he’s Paul, not because of his party affiliation,” Hoffman Estates Mayor Bill McLeod, who was present for the announcement, said.  “Whether he’s a Republican or a Democrat, his foremost consideration is what is in the best interests of his constituents. I’m confident that he’ll continue to work every bit as hard for his district as he always has.”

Froehlich will formally file the paperwork necessary to make the switch with the Secretary of State, State Board of Elections and House Clerk upon his arrival in Springfield on Wednesday for session.  He will also submit his resignation as Republican committeeman and notify the chairmen of the state Democratic Party and Cook County Democratic Party of his decision to become a Democrat.
Froehlich represents the 56th District, which includes Schaumburg, Roselle, Elk Grove Village, Hoffman Estates, Rolling Meadows, Hanover Park and Bloomingdale.
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